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i-;r. ioniel *•:. Caxhey, Clerk b-puty i-dac 3665- Harxold Veisberg V. US U.S.A and U.S 
oa^.Oourt of* itp tJalLa lox* "the iJQ*fcioiml atcIuLvgs 

^iatrict 01 Columbia 
Washing-ton f ^.C ,20001 

x)ear kr# Catliey, 



In your 1. txer of the 2nd in response to nine of October 23 to Judge Bazelon you 
sa^ r you are not ans^uring because I did not proceed an specified in itule 27. 1 * can 
nothing personal, but this is the utlinate futility to ail indigent who is not'a lawyer.is 
forced to aot as hi 3 own, and vno has writ .en a letter asicing why his notion to proceed 
in ionaa pau.xsria was denied. Tna wliole purpose of everything I have cone in our court 
has been to get legal help, hoes not this entire natuer frustrate the intent of the law 
tliat it produce justice? ;~ave we reached that state where justice consists in those 
unable to know the rules being the victims of their i,_norance, poverty and the errors 
of others? 

Your letter says tnat my letter to the. judge was referred to yoor office for reply, 
it does not say it reached the judge. 1 am aware that he must be a buaj jian. But if lie 
diu not, personally, make the decision not to respond liiuself, 1 ask tiiat this letter and 
th. one addressed to him be given to him because have formed an opinion of him fro- reading 
. pupera that leads me to believe he conceives the processes of the court us u means of 
acuieving an equitable end, not as sderllo formalities. 



There is nothing that have done in this .matter tiiat 1 have not done after kindly- 
motivated plione calls from you and nr. Paulson, there is nothing I have done tiiat is not" 
consistent with tiiem and the correspondence , I an, quite literally, a pauper, con I can't 
even fin^u^wi^, wlien i have no income ana my indebtedness exceeds the value of uy property, 
1 have oeeiy permitted to proceed in forma pauperis? 



1 pursue this matter in my own interest, but I also believe larger interests are 
involved. 1 liopo you can understand tiiat a long letter is more of a burden to him who writes 
it than to him who gets you. You work a normal working day and get paid for it. 1 get ^, -id 
for notldgg and 1 am starting thi3 letter at 5 a.m. so tnat 1 can write it and do other work 
I feel an obligation to do, work that others will not do it 1 do not and I tiiink must be done. 



In the court below 1 was the victim of deceptions, misrepresentations ana outright 
perjury, all charged and not denied, all ignored by the judge. Hy situation there was im- 
possible. The judge out me off in the middle of addressing the point on wiiich i ruled to 
ask me to line a certain letter in the case, tfhlle I was going through files to find what he 
wanted he heard the U. 6. Attorney, whose presentation was unfaithful, and I had to listen to 
and prepare to answer that ana find what the judge asked of mo. When I returned to the oodium 
tP gLve him wnat he asked, he bunged the gavel, never let me present the rules and regulations 
J 1 ®* 0 tj *° oaala of ilio ruling - I couldn't even hear some of what lie was saying, and 
he wouldn x even repent thax, telling me only that ay remedies before him wore exhausted and 
tnat, because I am without moans, your court would help me prooecd in foma pauperis. 

I im ediate wrote the fciork of your court a letter, lie replied by phorn telling me 
that the judge had erred, tiiat I must file in forma pauperis in the court below, and that if 
and when I was turned down there, your of lice would help me. I did as he said. I was turned 
own, without explanation. I then filed in your court. The rejection was not only unexplained 



2 



but it wa.: so iiicomprchonsiblc to ne that I t.iought it iiad be naipproved, .v'hen x wrote 
to this effect, you rospihnded under date of Aggust 6 telling me otherwise* On the one 
hand, hr* Paulson, *.hon he phoned, said tlrnt if X were turned down in the court below, his 
office would help me and on the other you said in this letter you coula do nothing* I an 

in the middle* Perhaps you were both well intention, perhaps both correct* 

h T o you say one of the reasons i a because the aocfce^°/tna? W a notice of ap eal iiad 

been filed. It was* On June 26 lor. li Her sent me tne forms and 1 did file them, with a 

covering letter date June 30 or by return nail* Thus I conclude that the basis of your 
letter of August is erroneous* If you want me to provide copies, I will, but in my 
circumstances this slight cost is a burden, fou sliould have these papers because I did file 
them. In any event, I wrote you on August 10, yju phoned me on the 11th and pursuant to 
that conversation inL.odiately, as best I could, prepared the papers you tola me to file, 
a Lotion In Porma Pauperis/ Xou agreed that I could duplicate wiiat A had filed in the court 
below. 1 dropped everything and did it that very day. I used as a form that of the court 
below, having no practical alternative because your court liad never sent me any forms, 
although I began with a request to your court for them, having been so instructed by 
Judge Gesell in his court. To this ppint 1 did vvorything I was told to do ana that promptly* 

bp, I was again rejected by Judges Wright and LoGowan, anu I wrote to aak why. iio 
reason was given. If it is an error in your court, am I not entitled to aak it? 1 cannot 
conceive that I do not meet any meaningful interpretation of legal pauper* financial 
situation is worse than the affidavit shows. I have just had to auk my bank for an extension 
of time in a payment on my indebtedness, and 1 think it is literally true that my financial 
condition is worse than that of a District welfare recipient* Ijius I hope you can understand 
why I wrote to ask and to explain. And why 1 think that if there has been error not my 
fault I am tl*:- victim of something outside my control* Por example, if the ruling was based 
on my alleged failure to file notice of appeal, vhJLch 1 did file. 

Obviously, all these matters arc strange to me. Were 1 competent in this field I*d 

not be asking for the apj^ointmunt of counsel to help mo, vould I? 

Lot ine sec if I can be more specific. I am asking whiy my Lotion in *orma raup^ris 
was denied and what, if anything, I can still do. If tliis requires that I aside by certain 
rmles, and I can understand that the orderly process of a court require rules, can you please 
senu them to me? 

In my letter to Judge bazelon I made serious charges against the government. 1 would 
hope that at some point some judge would have enough concern to determine whether there is 
balidity to tiiem. If I am correct, as I believe I am, I report a condition that siiould not 

exist in any kind of decent society, a condition that, were the rdleo reverses, would find 

me in jail. I raise the old question, who watches the watchman, who prosecutes tho prosecutor? 
Can the government deny a citizen his rights under the law by deception, misprepresontation 
anu perjury - and this with impunity? I would hope not. 

Thank you for anything you can do to help me. I regret this imposition on your time, 
but unless I am to forget an enormous amount of work 1 have done in this matter and, as I 
see it, abdicate my responsibilities as a conemed citizen, i set no practical alternative 
to writing a letter like this and the one proceeding it. 

Sincerely, 



Harold Weisberg 



